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Johnson was a Southern man, an old-line State
Rights Democrat, somewhat anti-negro in feeling,
He knew no book except the Constitution, and that
he loved with all his soul. Sure of the correct-
ness of his position, he was too stubborn to change
or to compromise. He was no more to be moved
than Stevens or Sumner. To overcome Johnson's
vetoes required two-thirds of each House of Con-
gress; to impeach and remove him would require
only a majority of the House and two-thirds of
the Senate.

The desired occasion for impeachment was fur-
nished by Johnson's attempt to get PMwin M.
Stanton, the Secretary of War, out of the Cabinet.
Stanton held radical views and was at no time
sympathetic with or loyal to Johnson, but he
loved office too well to resign along with those
cabinet members who could not follow the Presi-
dent in his struggle with Congress. He was sel-
dom frank and sincere in his dealings with the
President, and kept up an underhand correspon-
dence with the radical leaders, even assisting in
framing some of the reconstruction legislation
which was designed to render Johnson powerless.
In him the radicals had a representative within
the President's Cabinet.